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The following guidelines were developed to promote better quality research by providing a framework for the review of dissertation proposals and the overall quality of the final dissertation.  They can also be used by students and faculty to assess their level of competence in research and by programs to assess the coverage and adequacy of their  doctoral curriculum.  We have included quality criteria for quantitative, qualitative and multi-method studies.  It is an evolving set of guidelines and not a precise instrument.  Its intent is to promote dialogue between students and supervisors and lead to overall improvement in the quality of doctoral research.

Beside each of the statements listed below, please indicate whether you strongly agree (SA),  agree (A), are undecided (U),  disagree (D),  or strongly disagree (SD).  If the item is not applicable, mark NA.  It is expected that individual and overall ratings will trigger further discussion.

I.  Topic

 A.    Significance of Research
SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA


1.
Topic is related to a body of



knowledge recognized as



broadly relevant to social work.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


2.   Topic is significant and will 


      advance knowledge.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


3.
Topic is relevant to professional,



practice or policy needs.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   B.
Scope

4.
The scope of the study is



manageable.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

II.  Scholarship

 A.     Literature Review






5.   The pertinent literature, 


      conceptual and research,


      has been reviewed.


     

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


6.   If there is limited literature


      on the problem,  the writer has


      reviewed studies closest to the


      problem.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA


7.   The candidate demonstrates


      a mastery of the literature


         in the field.


           FORMCHECKBOX 

   FORMCHECKBOX 

    FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 

      FORMCHECKBOX 

        FORMCHECKBOX 


8.
The hypotheses or questions 



flow clearly from the problem



statement.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   B.     Theory

 9.
An epistemological position



is stated and expanded upon



if necessary.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


10.
A theoretical framework or



perspective is articulated



(or developed).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


11.
Competing theories are 



identified and a rationale offered



for the choice of the selected



theory or why a new theory is



being developed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


12.
The strengths and



weaknesses of the 



selected theory are identified



(a critique using relevant 



literature).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


13.
The  selected theory is



appropriate to the research



question.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


14.
Integration of theory & data is 



evident in the discussion 



& conclusion.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   C.
Originality

 15.
The study provides in the



definition of the problem, the 



epistemological and/or 



theoretical perspective, the



methodology employed, or the



mode of interpretation, some



contribution that is different



from work previously done and 



that distinctly is the product of



the candidate’s own thinking.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA

III.    Research Design

  A.   Research Question


16.  Research questions are derived 



from the review of the 



literature.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


17.
The rationale and assumptions



that underlie the study questions



are made explicit.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


18.  The research question(s) are



clearly stated and sub-questions



articulated.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

B.   Design

19.
Design of the study is



appropriate to the research 



question(s) asked.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


20.
Methods of data collection



are made explicit & 



justified as to their



appropriateness.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

21. The use of multiple methods

matches the purpose for 

combining the method types.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


22.
Operational definitions are 


    
given for all important terms


      
and concepts.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


23.
The strengths and limitations 



of the study are identified.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


24.
The variables being investigated



in the research are clearly 



specified.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


25.  If independent variables


       are to be manipulated, this has 


       been clearly described.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


26.  Confounding variables are


      
indicated and the method of


      
control is well described.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA


27.
In replicative studies, special



attention is given  to maintaining



equivalent conditions for all



critical variables.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

28. If applicable, control or comparison



groups are used appropriately.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


29.  
Issues related to internal 



validity/credibility and 



reliability/dependability



have been addressed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

C.    Population & Sample

30.  The population (people, text,


       files) from which the sample

 
       was drawn, the method of


       sampling and the rationale for


       the sampling method are 



clearly described.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

31. The rationale for sample size


(including a power analysis, 


if appropriate) is provided.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




32.  The sampling plan is consistent


       with the statistical model used 


       for analysis of the data.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


33.
Procedures to enhance response


     
rates are specified.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


34.
Attrition rate is discussed 


      
and handled appropriately.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

D.    Data Collection

35.
Methods of data collection 



are clearly described.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


36.  Methods of data collection



are appropriate to the population 



including relevance to gender,



ethnicity and other diversities.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA


37.  If appropriate, psychometric


       information (reliability, validity)


       have been cited.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


38.
If appropriate, a pretest/pilot test


    
has been conducted.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

39. Procedures and instruments for 


the collection of data are clearly 


described.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

E.   Data Analysis & Discussion

40.  Analyses are consistent with the


       questions, design, sample and 


       data collected.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


41.  If assumptions of a statistical


       model are violated, protective


       measures are indicated.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


42.
The interpretation of the results 


     
is consistent with the raw data.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


43.  In qualitative analyses, interpretive



steps are explicitly identified.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

44. In multi-method studies, the 

interpretation of data addresses

the shared or divergent biases



of the methods.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


45.
The interpretation and analysis is


   
complete, conformable, and 



meaningful in context.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


46.
Contradictory findings are 


     
discussed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


47. 
Alternative interpretations are


       
provided.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


48. 
Whenever relevant, validation by the



participants (member validation)



has either been conducted, or 



discussed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

49. Analysis of the generalizability/

transferability of the findings

is explicit. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA

50. The conclusions reached in the



study are defensible.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




51. Directions for future research



are identified and discussed
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

IV.   Ethics


52.  The research goals are consistent 

                     
with social work principles of

                     
working toward improving the


       
situation of individuals and/or


       groups in society.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


53.  If the study involves human


       participants, the risks and benefits 



of participation are clearly



identified and understood.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


54.
It is clear that the benefits 



outweigh the risks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


55.
If the study involves human


    
participants, threats to free and 



informed consent are adequately



addressed. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


56.
The researcher has made 



adequate provisions to ensure



confidentiality of data.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


57.
The researcher has made 



provisions to share the 



information with study



participants.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


58. The research has appropriate


      ethics clearance from the


      university and other collaborating


      organizations.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


59.
The power differential between 



the researcher and participants 



has been addressed in the study.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


60. 
It has been made clear who owns 



the data and where it will be stored 



and for how long. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




SA
 A
 U
 D
SD
NA

V.   Presentation

A.   Organization




61.
Study has a logical, easily



understandable sequence from


       initial statement of the problem 


       to the appendices.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


62.
Major topics are separated



under appropriately devised



subheadings.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


63.
Format is tailored to meet 



demands of the topic.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

  B.   Clarity

64.
Copies of relevant materials such 



as test instruments, interview 



schedules, directions to subjects, 



criteria for selection of experts,



and pilot test data are appended.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


65.
Given the level of detail



contained in the study, any



appropriately trained researcher



could carry out the study with



results not differing substantially



from those that would be 



obtained by the author.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   C.   Technical Adequacy

66.
The study is well edited with



adequate attention to grammar,



sentence structure, spelling,



non-sexist language. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


67.
Includes appropriate study data, 



tables, figures, charts and 



appendices.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

68. Citations are consistently 

provided and are accurate
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
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